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LOUI SI ANA COASTAL AREA
M SSI SSI PPl Rl VER HYDRODYNAM C AND DELTA
MANAGEMENT STUDY & ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT
STATEMENT

Notice of Intent & Public Scoping Meetings

Bat on Rouge, Loui si ana
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The above-entitled cause cane in for a
neeting at the Departnent of Natural Resources,
| aBel | e Room 617 North 3rd Street, Baton Rouge,
Loui si ana, on Tuesday, April 10, 2012,
comrencing at 6:30 p. m
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BEFORE:
Tl FFENY SUl RE GALLARDO
Certified Court Reporter
In and For the State of
Loui si ana
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APPEARANCES

LEE MUELLER, USACE, MODERATOR
RENEE SANDERS, CPRA OF LA
CHERI E PRI CE, USACE

SANDRA STI LES, USACE

* * * * % *
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APPEARANCES.

PROCEEDI NGS.
Presentati on by Renee Sanders.
Presentation by Cherie Price .
Presentation by Sandra Stil es.

I nformal Question & Answer Session :

Formal Scopi ng Process .
REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE .
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PROCEEDI NGS
M5. MUELLER

Good evening. Thank you very nuch
for joining us tonight. M nanme is Lee
Mieller. | work with the Public
Affairs Ofice of the Arny Corps of
Engi neers.

As you can see, tonight is one of
si X public scoping neetings we're going
to be hol ding throughout the nonth of
April in partnership with the Coastal
Protection and Restoration Authority of
Loui siana. We'IlIl be in southeast
Loui si ana and M ssi ssi ppi .

This is the first |large-scale |ong-
term study bei ng conducted under the
LCA program At this tinme, | would
like to take the opportunity to
recogni ze our elected official in the
house, Representative Ray Garofal o.
Thank you for com ng.

| want to give you a quick overview
of what we'll be covering tonight.

We'll start wth a general overview of

the LCA Program Then we'll nove into,
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kind of, a look at the foundation for
the M ssissippli Hydrodynamc & Delta
Managenent Study. This piece of the
presentation will be given by Renee
Sanders. She's the Study Manager for
CPRA.

From there, Cherie Price will cone
on up, and she'll continue a nore
detail ed | ook at the Hydrodynam c &

Del ta Managenent Study. She is the
Pl anner with the Army Corps of
Engi neers.

After that, Sandra Stiles fromthe
Envi ronnental Branch will go ahead and
do a presentation on the formal NEPA
process and formal scoping process,
which is really why we're here tonight.

W will nove into a kind of
I nformal Q&A session. This is your
chance to ask the team any questions
you may have on the devel opnent of the
study. We will give the answers to the
best of our ability. The study is
still in developnent. So if we don't

know an answer for you, nmake sure to
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get your contact information and get an
answer to you at a later date. So this
is your chance, really, to ask Q%A and
get feedback with you guys.

So once we're done with QRA, we'll
nove into the formal scoping session
This is where you have the opportunity
to submt a formal scoping conment.
These comments will be included in the
scoping report and will be consi dered
in the devel opnment of the Environnental
| npact St at enent.

So just to clarify, we have an
i nformal QA and a formal scoping. And
just to reiterate why we're here
tonight, public input is areally
I mportant part of this process. And
your input is very inportant in the
devel opnment of this long-termlarge-
scal e study.

So with that, I'd like to turn it

over to Renee Sanders.

( PRESENTATI ON BY RENEE SANDERS)

So you're going to hear a key

phrase over and over again about a




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

| ong-term | arge-scal e restoration
project. On behalf of the State, |
just want to wel cone everybody and just
reiterate that we are very excited to
be working in conjunction with the
Corps of Engineers on this project.

The LCA Program stands for the
Loui si ana Coastal Area Program It was
finalized in 2004 and early 2005. The
purpose of this study was to eval uate
near-term projects, as well as |ong-
termrestoration projects. Near-term
projects were things that could be
conpleted within five to ten years.
Large-scal e |l ong-term projects are
things that will be conpleted
af t erwar ds

This project is one of six of the
| ong-term | arge-scale projects. It
conmbi nes two of them a hydrodynam c
portion and a delta managenent portion.
And we'll go into that a little bit
greater detail on what each individual
portion nmeans and what it includes.

The map of the LCA projects here
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are 15 critical near-termprojects, two
of which have been built. That's
Caernarvon and Davis Pond. The ot her
ones are in various stages. Sone are
in design. Those include: Wiite Ditch,
Blind River, Amite, Terrebonne, to nane
a few And then there are sone that
are, as | nentioned, have al ready been
built, Caernarvon and Davis Pond. But
they're currently undergoi ng

nodi fications. So they're still in a
study phase. Mrtle Gove is another
project that's in the study phase. So
we have various projects over different
stages of conpletion.

Next slide shows the proposed study
area. It begins in the @ulf of Mexico,
the Bird's Foot area, extends all the
way to Vicksburg. The reason it
extends that far north is that part of
t he nodel domain that we're going to
use for the project needs to extend
that far.

There's a little area sout hwest

that, kind of, has a little tail on it.
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And that's to synbolize some of the

| ongshore drift that occurs along the
coast. So we wanted to capture as nuch
of the project area as we could all the
way up to Vicksburg and including that

| ongshore drift, that sedinent and
water nutrients that goes al ong the
Gul f of Mexico.

The project area will be refined
once we know t he individual project
features. So this area will be
condensed, and then we'll do a nore
I ntense study and anal ysis of different
| ocations for features.

So sone quick facts on the project.
It was authorized under WRDA in 2007
under Sections 7003. And it wll have
one Environnental |npact Statenent that
will be at the end of the project.
That's to describe the benefits, as
well as the inpacts of the project, and
be tiered off fromthe main
programmatic report that was conpl eted
in 2004.

The cost share agreenent for the
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proj ect was signed in August of 2011.
It's a 50/50 cost share, neaning the
State portion will be 50 percent of the
total ampbunt, which is the $25.3
mllion. And the Corps will have 50
percent of that cost as well.

The project is expected to take
about five years. |If we can condense
that, that will be very beneficial to
everyone invol ved because this is a
very inmportant project. That is the
approximate tinmeline that we have
all ocated for the project.

And then the last thing is, again,
this project will have one report, and
it conmbines two of those | arge-scale
studi es: the hydrodynam c and the delta
managenent portion.

So to | ook at the hydrodynam c
portion of the project alittle bit
nore detail is to evaluate the
M ssi ssippi River system And when |
say evaluate, it's |ooking at what
resources are available in the river:

the sediment, the nutrients, and the

10




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

11

freshwater. Wiere is it avail able?
VWhere can we best utilize those
resources? How do we inplenent the
best features to utilize those
resources? \Wat tools do we need to
best study? How to inplenent these
processes. So it's kind of alittle
bit of where is the resources, how do
we utilize it, and how do we nove from
t here.

And then the other portion of the
study is to assess the operations in
the M ssissippi River and Tributaries
system And that essentially neans
we're going to eval uate ecosystem
restoration, flood protection,
navigation all on the sane |evel.

So, traditionally, the river has
been focused on navigation and fl ood
protection services. This study wll
eval uate or el evate the inportance of
coastal restoration.

The del ta managenent portion of
this study will look at identifying

specific features. So the hydrodynam c




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

part of it is focused on nodeling, and
where the resources are, and how t hose
resources nove around in the system

The delta managenent side is going
to | ook at, how do we inplenent those
features, how do we evaluate the
benefits and the inpacts of these
features to pick the best plan.

What was originally witten in the
2004 report is that we would eval uate
| arge-scal e river diversions, and that
woul d be anything or greater than
50,000 cfs. And we also | ook at
alternative navigation alignnents. And
the third thing is that we woul d | ook
at restoration features: outfal
managenment, dredging. This also
I ncl udes i nplenenting features or
anal yzing features fromthe Master
Pl an.

Just to touch on the Master Pl an,
this allows us the opportunity to
better inplement where the projects
woul d be and what the CFS would be. Is

it adversion? Is it a nmarsh creation

12
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project? So this project is going to
allow us to further analyze what was
presented in the Master Pl an.

The study will also help us define
t he anal ysis needed that we need to get
to the point where we can issue permts
for sone of these projects, whether
It's a diversion, whether it's marsh
creation. And it's also going to all ow
us the information that we need to go
to Congress to have these projects
aut hori zed.

( PRESENTATI ON BY CHERI E PRI CE)
M5. CHERI E PRI CE

Thank you, Renee. |'m Cherie
Price. | amthe Planner on the study,
along with Danny Weigand, wth the
Corps of Engineers. |1'd like to thank
everyone for comng out this evening.
We're really excited to hear fromthe
public on this inportant project.

| have a personal vested interest
in this study since | was born, raised,
and currently reside in coastal

Loui si ana or near coastal Loui si ana.

13
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And I'"mgoing to start off with
some of the challenges that we're going
to face as we proceed on this study.

So as Renee said earlier, there are,

hi storically, there have been two
primary focus areas or nissions on the
M ssi ssi ppi River, which have been

navi gation and flood control, which the
state and nation has benefitted
greatly, as far as the navigation
conponent and flood control. |It's been
very inportant in providing protection
to communities up and down the

M ssi ssi ppi River.

And now with this study, we're
| ooki ng at addi ng an additional |ayer
of use on the river, |ooking at coastal
restoration and trying to acquire as
much of the river's resources,
sedi ment, water, and nutrients, as we
can to support restoration

So we're all famliar with the
I ssues that we face, including
subsi dence or | and sinking and the

erosi onal problens that we have in

14
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coastal Louisiana. W're also finding
that building diversions or trying to
do restoration with artificial neans,
such as diversions or dedicated
dredging is a very conplex process. W
have a lot to learn still. And we're
hoping to be able to resolve sone of
those conpl exities and issues through
this study.

Encroachment of the Gulf of Mexico.
We all know the Gulf is getting closer
and cl oser to sonme of our coastal
communities and that trend w |l
continue into the future. That is
sonet hing that we hope to offset in
certain areas.

So our basic picture, our overall
study goal for this project is,
basically, reconnect the river's
resources to the delta areas
surrounding the river and to provide
sust ai nabl e restoration, not just
restoration, but restoration that's
going to stay there into the future

over the 50-year period of analysis for

15




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

16

the study and even beyond that. W
want to to that in balance with the
current river uses of navigation and
flood control .

So the study objectives are nore
specific. They're not as broad.
They're really going to focus in on
trying to achieve sone tangible results
fromthe study. And the first one that
we have is to really identify the
M ssi ssi ppi River resources that are
avai |l able. What's out there. What can
we use fromthe river. Once we get
sediment fromthe river, how can we
make it stay in sone of the bay areas.

The next objective that we have is
to provide a decision nmaking frameworKk.
So that basically is going to include

all the data and nodels that we w ||

performon the Mssissippi River. |It's
a conprehensive set of nodels. | think
it's unprecedented. 1t's beyond

anything that's ever been done before
on the lower river. And it's really

going to help provide that
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under st andi ng that we've needed for so
| ong.

So using those river nodels and
basin nodel s together will provide the
under st andi ng and franmework for us to
make nore infornmed managenent
decisions. And this study is not just
specific to hydro delta nanagenent.
It's a programmatic study that's going
to support other LCA near-term studies
as wel | .

Qpportunities. There's |lots of
opportunities here. As | nentioned
earlier, we want to provide a
systemnm de data and tools to hel p nmake
i nformed decisions to nore effectively
manage river resources and ways that's
never been done previous. W' ve never
| ooked at all three of these focus
areas in unison together to see how
they interact together, and what the
effects will be doing | arge-scale
dredgi ng and i nplenmenting | arge-scal e
di versions on the river.

Reconnecting M ssi ssippi River

17
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resources. That's kind of a repeat of
sone of what |'ve nmentioned earlier.
But that's a big part of the study.

I ncreasing marsh el evation is going
to be very inportant to try to keep up
with the current subsidence and sea-
| evel rise rates. W want to prevent
mar shes from drowni ng and keep them
above water.

And adj usting bayside hydrology is
basi cal |y avoi di ng waterl oggi ng of the
mar shes and i npl enenting outfall
managenent measures that institute
certain widths and depths in the bay
area to help pronote sedinment retention
and | and buil di ng.

Wth that, 1'll turn it over to
Sandy Stiles, who w il tal k about the
NEPA process. Thank you.

PRESENTATI ON BY SANDRA STI LES)
M5. SANDRA STI LES:

Good evening. | amactually a
stand-in for Bill Klein, who is the
Envi ronnental Manager of this study.

He's not feeling well; so | gladly
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volunteered to attend. And then |
| earned that | was speaking. So here |
am

So the National Environnental
Policy Act of '69, basically, ensures
that environnmental information is
avai lable to the public and to
deci si on-makers prior to any deci sions
bei ng made.

Scoping is part of the NEPA
process. Qut of the National
Envi ronnental Policy Act of 1969, CEQ
the Council of Environnental Quality
was set up. And they in turn devel oped
regul ati ons, 40: CFR 1500, which spell ed
out how Environnental |npact Statenents
woul d be done. And part of that was
the scoping process in which it gives
the public an opportunity right from
t he beginning of the study to have a
forumfor focusing what they'd like to
see happen with a project and get their
I ssues out there and addressed and get
theminvolved in the project fromthe

beginning all the way to the end.

19
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So the Environnmental | npact
Statenent is what we're going to be
devel oping for this project. Any tine
there's a major federal action, there's
the requirement to devel op some ki nd of
Envi ronnental Assessnent. It can be an
EA, which is a smaller docunment or
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, which
is far nore conplicated and goes into
nore detail. And EISis what we'll be
devel oping for this study.

The schedule of the EIS, the Notice
of Intent was published in the Federal
Regi ster March 23, 2012, of this year.
The scoping process is -- the Notice of
Intent is part of the scoping process.
And we're in the scoping process at
this tine.

And what w Il cone out of the
public neetings that we have schedul ed
over the next couple weeks, we'll
devel op a scoping report. And to get
your comment into that scoping report,
we ask that you submt, send to us,

whet her you do it here tonight, or you
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fill out a card and send it in within
30 days so that we can devel op the
scoping report. And we'll mail that
scopi ng report out to anybody that
makes coments or requests a copy of
the scoping report.

The draft EIS will be ready around
Novenber of 2015. Then the final EIS
in January of 2016. And that will end
with a record of decision.

So as | stated, the scoping
i ncl udes the publication of the Notice
of Intent in the Federal Register, and
that was March 23; the public neetings
inviting the public to participate, and
we want to hear what you have to say
about the study, the issues that you
have, what resources you think are
I nportant are going to be affected,
what shoul d we be | ooking at. That
really hel ps guide the study and tells
us what we need to put into our
envi ronnment al eval uati on, what do we
need to focus on, and what is maybe not

so inportant we don't have to focus on

21
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it in quite so nuch detail

This is your opportunity to help
gui de the study, and we really val ue
that. As | stated, there will be a
public scoping report that will be
devel oped once all of these six or so
public neetings occur, and we gat her
everybody's input and develop it into a
report. And we'll provide that out to
everybody that's provided coments or
that requests to see that.

Then Lee is going to lead us in a
guesti on and answer session.

(QUESTI ON & ANSWER SESSI ON)
M5. MEULLER

As | described earlier, this is
really your opportunity to ask the team
menbers any questions you may have.
They are sitting in the front two rows
here.

So with that, we just ask you to
approach the mc, state your nane so
that we can capture it with the
transcription service. And as | said,

we'll do the best to answer your

22
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questions. If you don't feel |ike we
adequately answered it, we'll go ahead
and nake sure we get your contact
i nformation before we | eave. W just
ask that you raise your hand.

MR. W LLI AM FONTENOT:

My nanme is WIIiam Fontenot.
live here in Baton Rouge. And | served
on several citizen advisory comittees
for the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,

t he NOBRA Study, which is the New
Ol eans Baton Rouge Wl dlife Resource
St udy.

And | think part of - it's really
exciting that you're doing this
project, and it is being done. | think
part of the problemis that it's not a
bi g enough area. This should include
the Atchafal aya River Basin, Bayou
Teche, Vermlion River. So this is not
including a major part of the delta
system of the M ssissippi River.

You're also mssing a major part of
the upper river basin. I'mtrying to

think howto illustrate. You're




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

| ooki ng between the Gulf of Mexico and
Vi cksburg. And it woul d be kind of
like if you went into a doctor's
office, and the only thing the doctor
was allowed to | ook at woul d be your
foot. And you' d have to diagnose
what's wong with the patient by only
| ooki ng at the foot.

There are about a mllion
structures that have been built in the
M ssissippi River Basin. There are at
| east 43,000 maj or dans. And sone of
t hose have caused dranmatic | osses of
sedinment. There's an article witten
by the Associated Press witer just a
few years called "M ssouri River
Sinking." And in it -- he was up in
Kansas. And he said, the M ssour
Ri ver, the |ower part of the river
bel ow the | ast dans on the M ssour
Ri ver has been scouring out the river.
The whol e river has dropped 8 to 12
feet. It's not less water. [It's just
the whole river is scouring out because

no sedinent is com ng across the |ast

24
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big dans. And so the river water gets
up in those dans, and it needs to do
sonething. So it's picking up the
sedi ment out of the river. And it's
bringi ng (inaudi ble) down.

That scouring of the M ssouri River
is making up for all the sedinment which
I's probably now behind thousands of
dans in the Mssouri.

I f you don't consider that as part
of the whole system you're only
considering a tiny part of it. So |
have the problemw th the |ack of
i nformation that's been provi ded and
the lack of information that's being
considered by the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers in this project. | got a |ot
of -- WRDA and a few ot her things.

| would certainly think that the
seven nenbers of Congress from
Loui si ana woul d have tal ked about this
and the two U S. Senators.

| was in Congress. | think all the
Congressional delegation fromthe @il f

Coast states were talking to us. |
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don't think that happened.
M5. MEULLER:

Wul d you like Cherie Price to
address your question about the
At chaf al aya?

MR. W LLI AM FONTENOT:

Sure, yes. And | apol ogize for
bei ng so negative, but it's been a big
concern of mne. | worked in the
Attorney CGeneral's Ofice for 27 years
inny job. What | did was try and help
peopl e understand how to deal with
environnmental problens. | think that
it's inpossible to solve the coastal
probl ens in Louisiana wthout |ooking
at the entire M ssissippi River Basin.
That's seven mgjor rivers that drain
the M ssissippi, parts of 30 states.

M5. MUELLER

It sounds like this would be
appropriate for us to capture in the
formal scoping period as well. So if
you have any questions for Cherie, she
can answer them But then, once again,

you have the formal scoping peri od.

26
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MR. W LLI AM FONTENOT:

"Il be glad to.
M5. MUELLER:

Do you have any questions now?
MR, WLLI AM FONTENQOT:

Is there a process where | need to
go neet with nmy menbers of Congressm
the two Senators? 1Is this all put in
stone that we're only going to | ook at
the main channel in the M ssissipp
Ri ver and not include the Atchafal aya?

M5. CHERI E PRI CE:

The Atchafal aya River,
specifically, |ooking at operation of
the dd River Control Structure and the
7030 split is actually also listed as
an LCA large-term large-term |I'm
sorry, large-scale |ong-term study.

For this particular study, the decision
was nmade to focus primarily on the

M ssi ssippi River just because of the
sheer magnitude of the work that's

i nvol ved and the date that's required.
There's data that we needed

historically on the | ower river that

27
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we' ve been mi ssing for decades. And
this is our first opportunity to be
able to go in and collect data bel ow
Bat on Rouge to support the study.

And because of that, because of the
extensive nature of the data collection
and the nodeling on the river, a
deci sion was made to focus primarily on
the Mssissippi River at this time so
that we woul d have a great product and
sci ence-based tools to nmake inforned
deci sions off of on the M ssissippi
River. | don't knowif that answered
your question.

If we | ook at the Atchafal aya, it
will take away fromthe M ssissipp
River effort that we're undertaking,
and we would have to | ook at the
effects of the entire Atchafal aya Basin
and the effects on the A d River
Control Structure as well.

M5. MUELLER
Do you have anot her question?
MR. STEVEN PEYRONNI N:

This is an awfully formal i nfornal
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QA. | better state ny nane, Steven
Peyronnin. |In thinking about the
context of the EIS | guess |I'm

curious, especially for anybody in this
room the dynam c nature of, not only
the delta but coastal Louisiana, the
rate we're experiencing coastal |and

| oss and coastal change.

How is the EIS going to be
captured, not aesthetic current
condition of the | andscape, to judge
i mpacts it gets but in fact a tine
frame under which we woul d see
conti nued degradation of that |andscape
and nmeasure the potential inpacts of
this type of project against a future
scenari o without any additional action?

MS. CHERI E PRI CE

On all four studies, we're required
to make conpari sons between a future,
it's called, a future wi thout project
scenario to a future with project
scenari o, which basically neans, if no
action were taken at year 50, then what

woul d the | andscape | ook |ike versus
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different alternative scenarios that we
woul d anal yze through the study.

So we'll be required on both the
M ssi ssi ppi River nodeling and on the
baysi de nodeling to conplete that
anal ysis. And the future w thout
project analysis will include the
| andscape change anal ysi s.

And that's something we're going to
wor k toget her with CPRA on, using
met hodol ogi es that were applied in the
State Master Plan to the study.

MR. SHERWOOD GAGLI ANG

Good evening. M nane is Sherwood
Gagliano. 1've been involved in this
process since the birth of NEPA in 1969
when | became project director for a
contract between the Coastal Studies
Institute and the New Ol eans District
Corps of Engineers to initially
eval uate the effects of the proposed
diversion of the flow of the river to
Texas and New Mexico. That evol ved
into a five-year contract in which 25

technical reports were produced.
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Toward the end of that, | believe we
produced the first coastal restoration
master plan for the state for the
coastal zone that has virtually all of
the el enents of the current state's
mast er pl an.

I wish you good |uck. [|I'mworn
out. It's really encouraging to see
bright, shiny faces because you' ve got
a real challenge. Initially, the
chal | enge was even getting the citizens
of this state to recognize that the
delta system was sonet hing beautifu
and i nportant and dynam c. And that
was a |long process, all of the things
we kind of take for granted, all
required, literally, years of debate
and di scussi on.

One thing that | would urge is that
you don't forget the body of know edge
that is the platformfor what you're
doi ng now. M biggest fear is that
we' re going to go back and recreate the
sanme method and theory only to find

that maybe it's not as good as the
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first one. And | urge you to take
advantage of a few old heads |ike
nysel f, who are still able to

contri bute sonmething and are interested
in the outcone and don't blow us off.
We've got sonething to say.

And | know that the NEPA process
has a mechanismfor taking that into
consideration. But public scoping
meetings are a great device but they're
not the only device. It's inportant
that you get some of this historic
know edge into the basic planning
sessions where the wording i s not and
t he debat es take place.

One thing that 1'll just been
appalled by in all the years that |'ve
been involved in this is that the
t endency of agencies, when given a
charge by Congress, to go into a bl ack
box at nosphere and to, basically,
sequester a teamthat they're isolated
fromthe public until the draft is put
on the table. And here it is, take it

or |leave it, you have 30 days to
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comment on sonething that costs
billions of dollars sonetines to do and
took years to do. And the public just
doesn't have the resources or ability
to respond in that fashion. You got to
get involved early on.

I wish you the best of luck. This
IS a great project. |It's been long in
comng. And we all citizens of this

state applaud the effort. Thank you.

M5. MUELLER

Thank you. Thank you for your

comment .

MR. DARRYL PAUL WARD

Darryl Paul Ward, Garden of Eden.
VWhat | was wondering about is the
freshwat er diversion and the sedi nment
of the plant life. |s there anything
in there for plant life for fuel and
for food? Because this is going to be
the new world of plants. And | want to
know want to know if the Arny Corps of
Engi neers are pl anning on anything of

this nature, plants?

MS. CHERI E PRI CE
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Let me see if | understand your
guestion. Are you wondering what the
effect will be on sedinent diversions
and freshwater diversion on the

vegetation and marsh areas?

MR. DARRYL PAUL WARD

Yes. That and will anything be
added to, in fornms of plants for food

or for fuel?

M5. CHERI E PRI CE

Wll, let ne handle the first part
of your question first. So sedi nent
di versions, generally, provide m neral
sediments fromthe river which have
nutritive value or biomass in marshes
for bel ow ground bi omass and above
ground biomass. So there will be a
benefit to vegetati on.

But there is a bal ance between how
much water was put into the marshes and
the effects that it will have on sonme
of the vegetation that's there. And we
al so have Sandy, our environnent al
pl anner, provide nore information on

that, also, if you need nore
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I nformati on.

As far as plantings go, generally,
when dredged material is placed for
restoration purposes, it vegetates
itself very quickly within six nonths
to a year tine frane. |If there is a
need for plantings for erosional
pur poses or sonething, that's sone
thing we woul d eval uate as part of the
st udy?

MR. DARRYL PAUL WARD

So y'all wll evaluate that and put

that into consideration?
M5. CHERI E PRI CE

But as far as using it for food,
that's not going to be part of the
study process. It would be nore to
mai ntai n a bal anced ecosystem marsh
health, and marsh integrity, that woul d
be nore of the purpose of vegetative
pl anti ngs.

MR. DARRYL PAUL WARD

Vell, when y'all build a barrier

I sl and, sonething to stop the waves

fromcomng, is there any vegetation
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going to be on it?
M5. CHERI E PRI CE:
Well, one exanple is the island
that was created as part of the West
Bay Diversion. That island, in
particul ar, was one that vegetated very
qui ckly within six nonths to a year
It was conpletely covered with
vegetation there. But if there's a
need for it, that's something we'll be
eval uati ng.
MR. DARRYL PAUL WARD
Good. | wanted to bring this to
your attention.
M5. MUELLER
Do we have any nore questions?
Well, if we have sonething that
triggers your thoughts during scoping,
the teamw || be around afterwards, and
you can talk to them one-on-one if you
have any further questions.
But now, we're going to go into the
nore formal scoping process.
(FORMAL SCOPI NG PROCESS)
M5. SANDRA STI LES:
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So this is the part where we get to
hear what you have to say in form of
coments. W won't address any
questi ons or answer your questions.

But this is your opportunity to tell us
what you'd |like to see in the study,

| ook at what you think the inportant
resources are. Here's some sanple
questions up here on the screen to help
gui de your thought process and sone of
the things we'd |like to know.

There's a ot of things we can
cover in the Environnental |npact
Statenent. W use the scoping process
to hel p us narrow down what's inportant
to the cormunity and the public. So
this is your opportunity. So feel free
to come on up.

Does anybody have a comment ?

MR. Rl CHARD GOYER:

My name is Richard Goyer. MW
coment woul d be to involve private
| andowners in the process up front,

I nstead of trying to get support |ater

on after a decision has been made on
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proj ected outcones. 83 percent of our
coastal land is owned by private

| andowners. And often tinmes, they're

| eft conpletely out of the box and are
not involved until sonebody says, well,
we're going to do this with your [|and.

VWhat are their rights to manage the
| and after it has been restored? So
that is a very prinme consideration
These peopl e own tens of thousands of
acres of land. They're not just Joe's
Hunting Canp. They are |arge concerns
owni ng thousands of acres. And they
have the power of our state
representatives, our parish presidents,
Congress. And they're often left out
of this mx in the process.

So ny advice, if you want to call
ut that or comrent, would be to involve
| andowners up-front so that they know
what their benefits are and maybe what
their constraints are. And are there
chances for easenent potentionally, for
I nstance, to utilize their land. This

has to be done, these studi es.
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And | conducted research for years.
The bi ggest problemis to find the
| andowner that would allow ne to study
on their land w thout just going out
there and being a trespasser. And that
wi |l beconme very inportant, as Dr.
Gagl i ano nentioned, in your study
obj ective --
SANDRA STI LES:

How do you - -
Rl CHARD GOYER:

-- and don't get themup-front.
You can call themin neetings, other
than just scoping process required by
NEPA.
SANDRA STI LES:

What is your vision for
i nvol venent? What do you think that
woul d | ook Iike?
Rl CHARD GOYER:

| would think that you would try to
identify the organi zations that are
represented. For instance, there are
many foundations, non-profit

organi zati ons, that are conducting
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restoration projects of their own. |
work for one, just as an exanple, St.
Bernard Wetl and Foundati on as one of
their board of directors. W are
constantly doing restoration work

wi thin the geographic areas in the
pari sh.

But we don't necessarily have an
option to visit with M. Klein,
personal |y, and say, okay, this is
where we think we can do this, that, or
the other thing, and what are ny
benefits, or what are my cons of this
project. Are you going to dig a hole
in ny land? What resources do | have
to do that? Sonebody points a finger
and says, this will happen. And yet,
iIt's often without any provided input
fromthe | andowners.

M5. SANDRA STI LES:

So, maybe, |ike a workshop forum or
sonething that we invite the people to
cone a day, and we can tal k about -

MR. RI CHARD GOYER

A less formal version of the
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scopi ng process. But begin with the
peopl e that are planning, you for

i nstance. W don't need Col onel so and
so or Ceneral so and so. W need the
person who's planning the study to
specifically find out what their

i nterests are.

MS. SANDRA STI LES;

Okay. Appreciate your coments.

M5. MAURA WOOD:

Hi. |'m Mwura Wod with the
National WIldlife Federation. 1'mvery
happy to hear you say that restoration
and navigation and flood control wll
be equal in the study. That's a very
i mportant part of what needs to happen
here.

| also should cone up and ask a
guesti on about the data collection that
you're planning as part of this study.
Hopeful | y, you're out there gathering
data now. | know it takes a while.

But we need to use this as an
opportunity to fill sonme of the data

gaps that, surprisingly, we have quite
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| arge data gaps, even with this river
that's so cl osely wat ched.

And we need this information to be
able to make these informed deci sions
that you're tal king about on how we can
create a system of nmanagenent that
i ncludes all of the restoration
features as well. And they can be part
of the flood control system and the
navi gati on mai ntenance as wel | .

| encourage you to look to the
State and the State Master Plan as the
nodel of how you can invol ve
st akehol ders over tinme in the formation
of a plan in the franmework devel opnent
teamand in the focus groups.

You have an exanpl e there of how,
what you've heard at |east tw ce now
toni ght, you know, requested. And
those requests cone fromthe heart from
peopl e who care about the coast, who
work on the coast, who depend on the
coast, who grew up there |like you, who
have a trenendous anount of know edge

that is also a piece of what you need
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to pull together in this study.
M5. SANDRA STI LES:

What do you see as data gaps? You
menti oned data gaps, data collection.
What kind of things do you think need
to be captured?

M5. MAURA WOOD:

Well, for instance, one of the
things on the Myrtle Grove Diversion
t hat our NGO partnership and the State
was able to do was a very site specific
data collection | ooking at all of the
paranmeters of the river right in that
section where we want to put a
di version, not at Torbert's Landing, or
not an annual average ratings curve,
but right here at these times of year,
what' s happeni ng, where's the current,
where's the sedi nent, what does the
river look Iike, how can we grab that
sedi ment .

So we need very -- so where we're
pl anni ng di versions, we need very
specific information in those reaches

of the river in particular.
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M5. SANDRA STI LES:

Thank you for your comments.
Anybody el se have some conmments?
Anything you'd like us to | ook at?

MR, WLLI AM FONTENQOT:

W1l liam Fontenot, again, Baton
Rouge. | think what would be very
I mportant in your Environnental | npact
Study is to identify what information
processes are mssing. |If a project is
focusing on a part of the country which
has been adversely inpacted or greatly
altered by thousands of other projects
in other parts of the country. And |
think in some way of connecting those
t hi ngs together | eaves a trenendous
hol e or void in your Environnental
| npact St at enent.

Because you're not really
I dentifying what the environnent is
that is inpacting what's going on in
coastal Louisiana. So it's only a
partial Environnental |npact Statenent
I's what you're proposing. And that's

not bad that you're doing this project.
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But | think it's inportant to identify
what is not included. So if sonebody
reads it, they will understand or,
hopefully, be able to understand it, a
menber of Congress fromChio will be
able to, or Mntana, or New York would
be able to I ook at this and say, oh,
these are sone of the things we shoul d
of included in the statute. And next
time ook at this, identifying
sonething like this. W should be
| ooki ng at somet hi ng nore
conpr ehensi ve.

| think if you say this is the
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenment on
restoration in coastal Louisiana
wi t hout including part, a major part of
the Delta where sone |and buil di ng has
actual ly occurred one of the few pl aces
in the world that land building is
occurring in the Delta. And you don't
i nclude information about all of the
ot her 43,000 structures, major dans
that built in this system then the

person reading it won't be able to
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under stand what information is not
there. So | think that's part of
what's m ssing in just about every
envi ronnmental inpact statenent |'ve
ever | ooked at, and |I've | ooked at a
| ot of them
It's hard for people to nmake an
I nformed, get their thought process
working. Dr. Gagliana is sonebody, and
peopl e who have gotten up and spoken
are people you ought to be sitting
around a table with saying, okay, what
Is it we oughth to be trying to do, and
how can we have a nuch better outcone,
a nore conplete docunent that will be
useful that will use the work the
i ndi vi dual groups that work on for
decades. W've got in this roomlots
of people who worked on |ots of things.
We need to find sone way to get
t hem and ot her fol ks, who have worked
on these issues and studies to be able
to bring their information to you and
I nclude their information in what

they're looking at. QOherw se, you're
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only doing a one percent environnental
I npact statenent.
MR, STEVEN PEYRONNI N:

Steven Peyronnin for Coalition to
Restore Coastal Louisiana. | guess to
followup on the informal portion. |
was very encouraged to hear that the
environnmental inpact will |ook at a
future without action. W' ve been
| ooki ng at what's happening in coastal
area of Louisiana. That's just one
smal | conponent of our future w thout
action.

Restoration of our cost is going to
require bold action. W believe that
this is the type of effort that is
going to start that bold action. And
given the | evel of collapse that we're
experiencing, it's reasonable to expect
there are going to be |arge-scale
changes if ultimately the decision is
made to nove forward with a conplete
ret hi nking of how the river i s managed.
And fromthe Environnental | npact

Statenent, that can often be sonething
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that sets the project back. But
measuring it for future wthout action,
what's happening in our coast, it's
clearly inportant that that be given
sone contents.

And | bring that up, not just for
t he purpose of talking about habit or
wet | ands, but we're tal king about the
radi cal changes we m ght expect to see
froma project of this nature to
fisheries to comunities to econom es
to navigation and fl oor control

| say that, not fromthe
perspective of trying to sinply
mai ntain the things the way they are,
primarily, flood control and
navi gati on. Because, as | think many
peopl e are begi nning to understand,
hi ghest | evel s of the Corps, highest
| evel s of Congress, people who use
t hose resources, that those current
uses of the river are unsustainable in
their current operation. Sea-|evel
rise changes are shifting the epicenter

of the river. Dredging costs are
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rising. Fuel costs aren't com ng down
any tinme soon. Expansion of the Panama
Canal is going to nean increased
pressure in economc incentives for
mai nt ai ni ng depths of the river.

Those are all critical context-
sensitive pieces that need to be
consi dered. Wen we | ook at the
chal I enge of re-engagi ng and
reconnecting this river to a delta,
that it's going to nean bold change
with the environnent and our coast.
But that has to be neasured agai nst the
consequences, not just to the
environment, but to the very principles
of the MRNT (phonetic) if we do

not hi ng. Thank you.

MS. SANDRA STI LES:

Thank you for your comment.

MR DAN EL BECKER

Dani el Becker. | wanted to know
what you would do with the oilfield
canal s? Because nost of this |and that
the projects takes place are in private

| and. And the oil canals are stil
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there. They're all dredged by dredge
boats. And nost of these projects that
you propose have dredge boats as the
source of the material that they're
going to put back in there. And what
are you going to do with all the
spoi | banks that are just sitting there
and you've already created a probl em
with the dredge boats by dredging
canal s once? How do you think nore
canals are going to be a solution?

And | don't think you have enough
river sedinment and that you can get it
far enough away fromthe river to make
that bit of good where you can j ust
| ook on any map and google, and you'll
see how many oilfield canals are there,
canals on top of canals, turnaround
canal s.

So you can't dredge and fill over a
pi peline. | once proposed a project to
| ook at how many flow lines were in the
state and to use sone space shuttle
data, ground penetrating radar. And |

think it would be an interesting study
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to know how many flow lines are in the
state. And they're full of naturally
occurring radioactive material.
They' re supposed to replace those flow
lines. So how are they going to
replace the flowline if you build
wet | ands t here?

And | think what they want to do is
play in their sandbox. They bought up
a bunch of oyster |eases to go play in,
and they're letting the oil conpanies
do whatever they want.

SANDRA STI LES:

What woul d you li ke to see happen
with those oil canals? Do you have
| deas?

DANI EL BECKER

["mfull of ideas.
SANDRA STI LES:

This is the forumfor them
DANI EL BECKER

Well, I'Il submt a project at the
proper tine. And |I've already
submtted a project for one of the

early CAWPPRAs for denonstration. But I
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just wanted to hear fromyou. Aren't
nost of these projects taking place
away fromthe oil and gas production
areas because you can't bury a

pi peline, you can't dredge over a
buri ed pipeline?

Pi peline canals are always going to
be over open water conduits. It would
be |i ke having a pie that's running,
and you cut holes off through it. The
pie | eaks out. Well, you can do
what ever you want with the river
sedinent. As long as these canals are
there, the saltwater is going to
conti nuously invade.

The No. 1 problem we have is
saltwater invasion. Then you have
freshwater plants die. And I'd like to
say, nost of these islands that you
build are just vegetating by whatever
grows there. They dredge these things
4 feet high. So you have a 4-foot high
pile of sand. Anything will grow on
it. First flood, saltwater takes over

and kills all those pl ants.
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So until you stop the saltwater
fromcomng up all these mllions of
oilfield canals that we have, anything
you do is going to be, just to preserve
| and can be a |l and buil ding event.

So I'll tell you what you did was
that you changed the definition of what
a wetland was first. You had a
proposed anendment. You voted on it.
You changed the definition fromwetl and
to coastal, which included roads,
bri dges.

The guy from CWPPRA just said he
want ed nore navigation. They can't
bring supertankers up the M ssissipp
Ri ver anynore. The supertankers are
going to go to Houston. They're
closing the Port of New Ol eans.
They're going to build a mllennium or
sonme sort of port down by Fouchon.
That's the main plan. The hardened
loop is the offshore oil platformis
the soft target. They're going to
build that as a hardened

i nfrastructure.
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Billy Nungesser already has his
dredge boat waiting at the nmouth of the
river to build the berm around G and
Isle. The Dutch want to build it
better bermaround Gand Isle. | think
that's a waste of funds. And | think
your project is going to not help the
average fisherman that lives in the
ar ea.

And | mean you can study how much
river sedinent is there. |It's going to
change every year. They already have
them 1'msure, sedinent gages and
structures like that in place. This is
t he Corps of Engineers. They've been
wat ching the river since | was born.
Thank you.

M5. SANDRA STI LES:

Thank you for your comment.

Anybody el se? Cone on up.
MR. SHERWOOD GAGLI ANO:

Si nce sone of the other speakers
have al ready set the precedent, I'll do
the sane too. | have a prine

suggestion. Louisiana has a federally
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approved coastal managenent program
that's been authorized since the 1970s.
Most of our coastal parishes have been
in the effected area here have approved
| ocal governnent progranms. And those
are extrenely effective as a forumfor
col l ecting ideas.

First of all, NEPA, as you well
know, is a three-legged stool, social,
econom ¢, and environnental benefits
have to be considered. And one of the
bi g econom c benefits is this coastal
restoration effort, including the
proponents that you're working on, is
wi t hout a doubt the |argest new
i ndustry is this state. It should
enpl oy peopl e.

An inportant part of this should be
to | ook ahead at what kind of jobs
we're going to create to reach
sustainability, nmot just put these
things out and wal k away. W put them
out and manage them and make sure
they' re operating properly, functioning

properly. That requires a whole array
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of skills.

We've got sone indication of this,
the BP G| Spill. W had fishernmen go
out and apply oil boons and do tasks.
And we really didn't have a trained
wor kforce for it. It worked, but it
wasn't very efficient.

So what |'m suggesting is that we
i ncorporate the | ocal government
coastal managenent progranms, which are
legally in place and have consi derabl e
wei ght because they nake
recommendations to |ocal public
officials. And local public officials
can act on that, as the primary way of
exchangi ng data and getting public
input into this process.

And to forever denonstrate the
I nportance of that, President Cbhama, a
year or so ago, several years ago now,
devel oped, nmade a strong commitnent for
restoration of hurricane damage to the
GQulf Coast. And if you read the white
paper docunents that cane out of these

commttees, they all say that what the
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Presi dent says and those docunents
reflect is that we need vision plans
t hat devel op at local levels. And

t hose vision plans in ny view need to
i ncor porate social, economc, and
envi ronnmental benefits.

For exanple, St. Bernard Parish has
been working -- first of all, they had
the first coastal nmanagenent programin
the State of Louisiana that's been
approved. That was in the 1970s. And
they sill neet religiously at |east
once a nonth and | ook at permts to
devel op recommendations. And they are
active. It was the efforts of that
board and the citizens of that parish
t hat recogni zed the danger of MRGO and,
ultimately, resulted in having it
cl osed.

Soit is a platform franmework, for
collecting information. And instead of
wai ting until the draft EISis put in
the public library, before you start
working with the I ocal folks, that's

the (inaudible). Again, | really like
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this forum This is great, and you're
on the right path. M nanme is Sherwood
Gagl i ano.
M5. SANDRA STI LES:
Anybody el se |ike to come up and
give a cooment? | guess we're done

with the conmment portion then.

We have on the slide - they have
cards that you can fill out to put your
coments on and mail into us at a later
time. You can do it by email, as noted

up here on the slide. And then Bill
Klein, he is the environnmental manager.
That's his contact information. And
t hen the address on how you can mail in
your comrents to Bill

And | ooks |i ke we need to have them
by May 4 in order to make it into the
official scoping report. Although, |I'd
just like to note that scoping is
occurring with the study throughout the
study until the draft EI'S goes out for
public conment, and then in cases can
go even beyond towards the final.

So while we're asking you to get
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your comments to us so we can get it
into the scoping report, it is
sonet hi ng that occurs throughout the
study. So we certainly wel cone any
i deas that you have throughout the
study. We appreciate everybody com ng
out tonight.

M5. LEE MUELLER:

It is not our intention to build
the study in a black box. So your
continued participation is very
i mportant to us. Please visit |ca.gov.
We do have a project website up. A lot
of good information we put on there.

Al so, as a formal part of the draft,
the study will be available in 2015.

So this is just a screen shot of
our webpage. And then if you guys have
addi ti onal questions, these are sone of
the team nenbers that will be available
to answer those questions. There wll
al so be available tonight. Thank you
very much for comng. W appreciate
your i nput.

(THE PROCEEDI NGS ENDED AT 7:32 P.M)
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This certification is valid only for a
transcri pt acconpani ed by ny original signature
and original raised seal on this page.

That this testinony was reported by nme in
t he Stenomask nmethod (voice-witing), was
prepared and transcri bed by me or under ny
personal direction and supervision, and is a
true and correct transcript to the best of ny
abi ity and under st andi ng;

That | amnot related to counsel or to the
parties herein; amnot otherwi se interested in
the outcone of this matter; and ama valid
menber in good standing of the Louisiana State
Board of Exam ners of Certified Shorthand

Reporters.
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